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NO CAUSE FOR ALARM

Mail Advices From Honolulu Say
Plague is Under Control,

QUARANTINE SYSTEM ON ISLANDS

Chinatown, Seat of the Disease,

Undergoing Thorough Cleaning

WARREN SAILS FOR MANILA
D e

SAN FRANCISOO, Cal., December 20—
Mall advices to the Associated Press re-
ceived late last night from Honolulu give

additlonal details of the bubonic plague
which has appeared there, and Indicate
that the conditions are not very alarm-

ing. Five deaths have occurred, one native
and four Chinese » deaths have occur-
redd since December 120

A quarantine system for Island vessels
was cstahblished, and a district practically
coextensive with Chinatown was pul in
nuarantine. Volunteer inspectors were
called for, and the work of cleaning this
district was at once begun. The next day
the Natlonal Guard was called out, and has
since been doing duty, guarding the quur-
antined distrier.

Chinatown, the seat of the trouble, i=
now undergeing a thorough cleaning, and
it I= believed that the seourge has been

out
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Denied That It is the Plague.

Some physicians claim 1hat the disease
fs not the black plugue. Poblic opinton is
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ftants of Chinatown would be carried off
by the h Iredls on account of the filthy
condition the district, Another interest-
Ing phoase f the case |5 the fact that no
Japanes: wen atlacked They Hve
tlys quarantined dis-

mel in extraordinary
12 and appropristed

¥
The

ter-island

hourd of

d to leave
ther port in
Island of Oahu.
& quarantine of

w Japanese freight
be allowed =hip-

deseription will

A of

e odis-

i=lamd=s have been notifi

r All of t
olulu are in a clean
i=s Jittle danger that
a foothold in the other

ith Artillery has been quarantined
Honoluln. T are
Honolula. They are confined strictly to
y amdd not allowad to visit any other
e. The XNatlonal Guard has Instirue-
i » ArTESt any @ ervmen found In
This eqquest of Major

ape

i=s at
leck of the transport Warren decldeqd
for Manila December 16, leav-
juarantine. The
nt of the plague
men of the War-
all over the in-
urgeons on board
3ts that i was the
» the Warren will
W an put back.
—_——
GOENG INTO LIQUIDATION.
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Officials of Providence Bank Decide to
Go Out of Business,
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STRRENDERS TO U, 8. MARSHAL.
Alleged Bank Hohher Goldsmith
ives Himself Up.
XNEW YORK, December %.—Lawla E.
ioldsmith, assistant caszhier of the Port

rvi= Natlwnal Bank of Port Jervis, N. Y.,
i= alleged to have robbed that Institu-
of B we November 14 last, and
» to have fal=ifled the bank's books, to-
rendered himeelf to United States
: Henschel in this city. Goldsmith
Port Jervia four days before a war-
t was k=sued for his arrest, and he has
a fugitive,

arm was in a sling, and he said
utd fallen off & traln and broken
r bone. He waived examination
and was held in $10.000 ball for the grand
Jury.

———————
DISTINGUISHED MEN SPEAK.

Close of the Southern Eduacational
Convention at Wemphis,

MEMPHIS, Tenn, December 2).—The
uthern vwentlonal  Assoclatlion  con-
t the most =uccessful conven-

fts history. At the morning sessjon
Ahercromble, superintendent of
of Alshama, delivered an
icativn in the Old and in

Kirkland, Vanderbilt Univer-
1 3 . pres-
1, and

: f Nazhville,

¥ of Eoutevlie K

1 a oulsville, Ky,

ident of the kln-.t--n::u-g'_n ‘:-]E::

partment.

—_—————————
AMOTHER HITCH IN KENTUCKY.

Clerk of the Court Ignores Gov. Tay-
lor's Appointees,

FRANKFORT, Ky., December 29,—Sam-
uel Schackelford, elerk of the court of ap-
pea’s, whose duty It s, under the election
law, to administer the oath of office to
members of the board of elections, an-
nounces that he will not recognize the ap-

polntees of Gov. Taylor—Measrs. Mackey
and Cochrane. Messra. Poyntz and Fulton

—_—

'WRECK ON UNION PACIFIC

One Passenger Killed and Eleven Wounded
at Brighton, Colorado.

Cheyenne Flyer Crashes Into the

Boulder Valley Train While

Standing at Station.

DENVER, Col, December 20.—The Chey-
on the Union Pacifie railroad,
croashed into the Boulder Vailey train at
Brighton, Col., today. One man was killed
and eleven persons Injured:

enne flver,

Killed:

Willlam Rundleman, baggageman on
Cheyenne train.

Injured: )

E. W. Tompkins, traveling man, Kansas
Cly.

F. V. Davis, traveler for Nash-Smith Tea
and Coffee Company, Denver.

John Payne, Boulder.

8. 3. Huret, banker, Brighton.

Mrs. Margaret (. Young.

Section men on the Boulder Valley train:

John MceGovern, foreman, Denver; se-

ricus. )

Jas. MeGovern, foreman; serious.

John Riegan, foreman.

John Cervington, laborer.

John Kennedy, laborer.

John Flannery, laborer.

The Boulder Valley train left Denver a
little late this morning, and, as usual,
stopped at Brighton, which is the junctlon
for the Boulder Valley line from the maln
line to Chevenne. It wa=z here that Banker
Hurst of Brighton got on the traln, just
before the colliston. The Cheyenne fyer,
I'nlon Pacific train No. &, also left venver
Inte, and In coming into Brighton In the
early morning dusk ran into the rear end
of the Boulder Valley train, telescoping two
or three cars and derailing the passenger
locomotive. The section gangs from the
Denver yvards and half a dozen passgengers
oceupled the Boulder train. Two cars on
the flyer were burned.

———
STREET CAR BANDIT KILLED.

Passengers Resiast a Hold-Up at
Seattle, Wash.

SEATTLE, Wash.. December 29.—In &n
attempt to hold up a Ballard street car
lats last nlght a highwayman wae shot and
killed. Thers were eight passengers aboard,
when two men, wearing masks, boarded
the car, one at the front and the other at
the rear. One of the passengers, named
Plimpton, opened flre on the hizhwayman
entering the car from the rear, and three
shots were returnad. One broke Plimpton's
arm and another entered his breast.

A passenger standing on the front plat-
form fired on the robber at the front end
of the car, and st the first shot this rob-
ber reeled from the car and flad to the
woods, After the liring on the rear end
ceased the second robber took to the woods.
Bullets passed through the clothing of two
other passengers. The highwaymen secured
nothing., Shortly after midnight the pollee
found near the scene of the holdup the
bewiv of orie of the robbers. He had been
killed by a bullet from a passenger’s pistol.
The body i= still unldentitied.

—_————
FRENCH MILITARY BILL.

Frovides for Defense of Coasts and In-
erease of Navy.

PARIS., December 20.—The govermment
will submit to the chamber of deputles at
the beginning of January a bill providing
for the defense of the French coasts and
colonies and 1o Inerease the etrength of the
fleet. This does not involve an increase in
the expeniditures. The cost of the defense
of the coasts and colonles Is estimated at
120,000,400 francs, spread over two and a
half years. This sum will be provided for
by SLDOURM france annually, set aside to
pay off certaln bonds, and which become
free this vear by the final repavment of
these bonds. The expense of the Increase
of the fect will be met by utilizing 55,000,-
o0 frances out of the 105000000 francs an-
nually devoted to the constructlon of new
Ve . At the end of two vears the whole
5 embiy franes can be devoted to the
new naval program.

e
DESTITUTION IN INDIA,

Estimated That 3,000,000 Persons Are
Receiving Assistance.

CALCUTTA, December 20.—Almost 3,000,-
W) persons are recelving famine relief.
Owing to the rapld increase in the numbers
of people secking rellef the vieeroy, Lord
Curzon of Kedleston, Invites a closer seru-
tiny of the claims of the applicants.

B
MINERS DISCUSS WAGES,

Meeting of Two District Organiza-
] tions in Comhberiand.
Special Dispateh to The Evening Star.

CUMBERLAND, Md., Deeember 20.—The
United Mine Workers of Amerlea In the
Cumberland and Meyersdale regions are
holding a large joint convention here.
Nearly 10 miners are attending. A secret
seszlon was held this morning, and the
wige scale was discussed. The convention
is under the directlon of Natlonal Organ-
izer Willilam Warner, who this morning ad-
vocated the national scale with eight hours
#= & work day for labor at mines.

There 15 some dlzszatisfaction over the
operators not meeting the miners in con-
ference here yvesterday. The operators' clr-
cular saying wage2 would be Increased
Aprll 1, but not specifying amount, is re-
garded as too Indefinite.

S
Grosvenor ot Fight the Trusts.
Special Ispatch to The Evening Star.

ATHENS, Ohlo, December 29 —General
Charles Grosvenor is going to Introduce an
anti-trust bill in Congress in a short time.
The trusts in this district, the salt trust
espectally, have become particularly odfous.
There are a large number of workmen idle
in this city and about Pomeroy, and the
general has agreed to make a big fight on
the bill to erush out trusts.

He is not a candidate for delegate-at-
lurge to the Philadelphia convention in
case Secretary Beck of the national com-
mittes s a candidate.

e
Death of Mrs. Rosenstock.
Spocial Dispatch 1o The Evening Star.

FREDERICK, Md., December 29.—Mrs.
Adelaide Rosenstock, widow of the late
Joseph Rosenstock, a prominent merchant
of this city and one of the most highly re-
spectad ladies of Frederick, died at har
residence at noon today, after a lingering
{liness of three weeks.

e ———————

Mr. Hannn Wants New Franchise.
Special Dispateh 1o The Evenlog Star.

CLEVELAND, Ohio, December 20.—Sena-
tor Hanna's street rallway company has
offered the ecity $1,200,000 for an extension
of its franchise for twenty-five years.

—_———

The Skunk Industry in Ohio.
Spectal Dispatch to The Evening Star.
PAINESVILLE, Ohlo, December 20.—A.
Wolver of Conneaut brought ten Immense
black skunks to the small town of Leroy
yesterday, and today leased a small farm
for the of skunks. The new

will elect a third member of the board In
the place of Ellls, resigned.

Ohio Industry, Mr, Wolver is
v . Bays, very
promising.

A TAXATION INQUIRY

Effect of Mr. Hansbrouch'’s Resolu-
tion in the Senate.

INEQUALITIES OF ASSESSMENT

Church and Chadritable Institution
Property Exempt.

—_————

CASE OF A CEMETERY

The keynote to what may develop into a
thorough investigation of methods of tax-
ation in the District of Columbia was given
In the resolution introdiced in the Senate
by Mr. Hansbrough of North Dakota be-
fore the holiday recess was taken by Con-
gress. TFls resolution called upon the Dis-
trict Commisstoners to furnish the Senate
an Itemized statement of all the real estate
In the District of Columbia exempt from
taxation and the avthority for such exemp-
tlon, excepting the property owned eitherby
the T'nited Biates or the District of Co-
lumbla; also an itemized statement of prop-
erty acquired by the United States and the
District governments since 1803, and a
statement showing property upon which
payment for construction and maintenance
of sidewnlks has been refused.

Agricultural Land Evasion.

This resolution was agreed to, and while
it will bring to the Senate considerable data
on the subject of iaxation, it does not In-
clude all matters of taxation that will prob-
ably be covered by the investigation which
it has begun. Many complaints of inequali-
ties in taxation have reached Senator
Hansbrough and other senators who are
looking after the affalrs of the District.
One of these complaints {s that land that
has long ceaszed to be agricultural in the
true gense of that word, and which is re-
garded as really clty property, is assessed
at the rate flxed for agricultural land,
which is £1 per $100, Instead of $1.50, which
iz charged on all subdivided land of record
in the District. The higher rate is evaded
because some owners are ab’e to hold large
tracts of land for their homes or for specu-
lative purposes. The law provides that
when land Is subdivided into building lots
it shall be taxed at the rate of $1.30 per
3100 of assessed valuation. Some of these
large tracta of land have a large number
o houses bullt on them, and the occupants
are In no way connected with any “agricul-
tural” featurs of the land, which may be
urged as a reason why the entire property
should be taxed at the lower rate. These
houses are rented as tenements, and while
the owners get all the practieal advantages
that come from a subdivision of this land
they evade the rate of taxation paid hy
others, >

Church Property.

The bulk of the untaxed property in the
District is held by churches and charitable
institutlons, one purpose of the resolution
Introduced by Senator Hansbrough belng
to see if any land held by these churches
and charituble Institutlons i escaping tax-
ation when it 12 really not used for the
purposes which are the basls of the exemp-
tlon. 1t is generally understood that land
held by ehurches as sites for church addi-
tions In the future are taxed, otherwise
such land might be held ostensibly or in
good faith for such purposes for years, and
might finally be sold and be used for pri-
vate purposes, the practical resualt of which
would be to promote a speculation in land
which It iz claimed was never eontemplated
by the law making these exemptions.

A good deal of feeling has resulted from
a recent decision, which makes it fmpos-
gible to assess thls exemptled property for
special  Improvements, the operation of
which has been to Increase the taxation on
other property on the square on which
it is located.

Case of n Cemetery,

Another Instance of whit is claimed to be
unfair in the system of taxation here is the
case of a4 cemetery, comprising about four
acres of land, which 100 years ago was do-
nated for cemetery purposes, the land to
revert to the heirs of the donor when 1t
should no longer be used for such pur-
poses.  This land was probably not waorth
more than £100 when originally donated.
Today it can be subdivided into about fifty
bullding lots worth about 1,500 each, mak-
ing the total value about $75,000. Fifteen
years ago further burials In thils cemetery
wera forbldden and a compromise has been
miade between the cemelery owners and the
heirs of the donor by which the land s to
be divided between them. The practical re-
sult of this transaction has been to allow
the holding of these four acres of land for
100 vears free of taxation, at the end of
which time it becomes private property for
the heirs of the original owner. There are
few mén who would hesitate to seize upon
an opportunity to make such a speculation,
and the question thar will probably be con-
eldered is whether In such cases of property
donated for a purpose which causes it to be
exempl from taxation should mnot be
charged with taxes covering the Years of
its exemption when it reverts to the heirs
of the donor.

It has aleo been chargefl that assess-
ments for taxatlon In various parts of the
city do not bear the same relution to real
values, and that in some parts of the city
the assessments are relatively higher than
In other sectlons. This matter is likely to
be looked into very thoroughly before this
Investigation 12 through.

Personal Tax.

The question of personal taxation In the
District is likely to come in for a share of
Inquiry. It has been claimed that personal
taxes are lgnored by many people and that
thelr payment depends almost entirely upon
the willingness of the people taxed to pay
their taxes. The "inquisitorial"’ nature of
this tax has been said to be an element of
its unpopularity, but it Is also said that the
government fs extremely inquisitorial In its
methods of collecting some of its taxes, and
that the personal tax In the District should
either be paid or the statute authorizing it
should be repealed,

As the Distriet of Columbia no longer has
any great surplus In the treasury there are
many people who think that the needs of
the District would be met to a large extent
by greater revenues, and they think that a
thorough sifting of methods of taxation
here will result In some action which will
increase these revenues.

Advocate Tasing Church Property.

There are a number of pecple who advo-
cate the taxing of church property on the
ground that It really makes no difference
to the people at large whether the churches
are taxed or not. They say that when they
are not taxd the owners of property have
to pay the tax hecause of the necessary
increase of taxation oa thelr homes. As
most of the pecple are connected with
some church organization and contribute
toward thelr support, the additional amount
necessary for them to contribute to pay the
taxes will, In the long run, be saved to
them by their own decrcased tax bills. It
is not thought, however, that Congress will
at this time take such radical action as
would be invelved in the taxation of church
property. Thare would probably be a very
strong protest against such action, whisa
those who favor it would not be able 10
gvercome.

It is thought likely that before the close
of the present session of Congress the Sen-
ate commitiee on the District of Columbia
will give hearings on these questions of

taxal when will be
tion, they vary fully dis-

NEW YEAR RECEPTIONS.

Lists of Those Receiving to Be
Published Tomorrow.

The Star will publish tomorrow
lists of those receving and not re-
ceiving New Year day. Persons de-
siring to announce that they will or
will not receive Monday can do so
without charge by sending notices
t¢ The Star any time prior to ¢
o'clock tomorrow morning. The no-
tices should contain only the an-
nouncement that there will or will
not be a reception and the names and
addresses. [Every netice must be
properly authenticated to insure pub-
lication. Tt

CASE OF CONSUL MACRUM

Possibly Bringing a Propoeition for Media-
tion in the War,

His Friends and State Deparitment Of-
ficials Unable to Aceount for Hin

Desire to Relinqguish Hin Pont.

The case of Consul Charles E. Macrum,
the United States repregentative at Pre-
torla., who insisted on being relleved at the
time the Scuth African crisis became most
actte, is assuming additicnal imporiance as
Mr. Macrum nears home. The understand-
ing at the State Department is that he s
not coming by way of the English ports,
but is en a German ship which comes
through the Mediterranean and thence
direct to this country, the trip taking about
six weeks from chember 18 last, the date
of his departure from Lorenze Marquez. in
the present aspect of the cage there is lit-
tle doubt that unless the censul presents
gome explanation of his vnusual course, he
wlll not continue in the consular service.
It has been reported that the mysiery sur-
rounding his departure had been cleared up
by a letter from him to Representative
Tayler of Ohio, who represents the distriet
from which Macrum comes; and who ob-
tained his appointment as eansul. But Mr.
Tayler saild today that he kad heard neth-
ing from Macrum, except imdireetiy through
his letters to relatives. These_gave no In-
timetion of the cause of hils return. but
speak of the excitement ncident to the
war—the hurried preparations of both
eldes. There was nothing, Bowever, to show
a pro-Hoer or an ant-British inclination,
nor is there any discursiom of the polltical
aspeets of the war.

Consul Macrum's Recemmendations.

Mr. Tayler takes much Interest in the
Miacrum case, and has called at the State
Department -several times In reference tw
ft. He has long known the family, which is
prominent and imfluential at East Liver-
peol, Ohio, and on this aéesunt Mr. Tayler
asked for no indorsements ror Macrum, ex-
cept to satisfy himself that the appoln:-
ment would be agreeable to the townspeo-
ple. The elder Maerum' is cashier of the
First National Bank at Easi Liverpool,
and young Macrum, the c¢onsul, was ém-
pleved In the bank for somme time, Later
he hecame secretary of” a glass company
having large factories in the town. and re-
mained with it up to about two vears ngo,
These business connections assured Mr.
Tayler thai Macrum was well equipped for
a cousular post, in which the wark was
largely commereial. At the time of his op-
pointment, Macrum was about thirty-three
yiars old, and is described as a person of
giod address and evident business abillity,
His grandfather was William Everson, one
of the ploneer fron and steel men of Pitts-
burg, and all his antecodents. as presented
to Mr. Tayvler, showed reliability and good
character. Mr. Tayler was sufficiently ac-
quainted with the young man himself to
feel as=ured that he would not desert a post
under fire; He feels satisfied, therefore, that
Muacrum's return is due to one of two
causes, either a desire to get his wife and
children away from the danger of an im-
pending bombardment, or else that he
brings Important offictal communleations
to this govérnment which ecould not be
safely transmitted by mai} or cable.

Alleged Proposition for Mediation.

There have been intimations that Macrum
wus the bearer of a proposition for Ameri-
can mediation In the Britjsh-Roer confliet,
but as to this Mr, Tayler has no Informa-
tion, and none of Matrum's Jetters to rela-
tives has suggested such & mission. He
has a wife and several small children, and
it {a felt that under the eircumstances of
excitement and danger at Pretoria he might
cansider it necessary to seek safety for his
family. Mr. Tayler Is satisfied that Msa-
crum’s fears for hls own personal safely
had nothing to do with his departure.

The records of the State Department
show that Maerum was the first consul sent
to Pretoria. Prior to that the United States
was represented by a consular agent at
Pretoria, as our interests m that part of
the world were not large. But with the
Jameson raid and the subsequent arrest of
John Hays Hammond, the American civil
engineer, and many others for alleged com-
plicity in the rald, It was determined to
establish consulates there. Accordingly
Macrum was appeinted May 31, 1808, at a
salary of $2,000,

No Bias in Macrum's Reports.

He made ogcasional reports, quite brief
and formal, on the mining Industry, dia-
mond output, dynamite monopoly, and lo-
cal trade, but none of these reports has
any reference to the British-Boer troubles,
These reports have been scanned by offi-
clals to see if they disclosed any blas Which
might account for his withdrawal, but
nothing of that king has been found. One

has been that he was brought into
such close personal and relations
with the Boer officlals at & that it

was repugnant to him te aseume charge of
British interests, as directed by the State
Department, at a time when the Boer senti-
ment was Intensely hostile to the British,
It is understoed that aside from
sular connection, Macrum has heen the rep-
resentative in South Africa of a large
Amerlca.n company, manufacturing mining
eq 2, The s and lar
agents at these remote points frequent'y as-
sist American concerns im that way, and
ltlhel Unlltedht'!lates consular agent at Kim-
eriey is the general ma er of the grea
Kimberley dlamond mmai.nm S

-

A CON SOLIDATION PLAN.

Local E:a‘nn_lnln_;;_no..lﬂu. May Be
Merged Into One.

The Tr_-easury Department is considering
the advisability of cohsalldating the va-
rions local examining /Jboards In different
cities and having only one, which will
handle applicants for office and receive in-
struction from the civil service commission,
The plan has already been adopted in
Philadelphia. In that city the treasury
had four boards of expmination—one each
for the mint, customs, Internal revenue and
subtreasury. These hdve been consclidated
into one bureau, and the scheme Is sa'd to
be working fairly . It is now proposed
to have the Post tment con-
solidate its board in ilad with the
single one of the treasury, but no action has
been taken by the Po_-} Office Department.

Qualified for Promeotlon.

Lieut. Col. H. C. Cochrane and Capt. L.
Karmany of the Marine Corps have quall-
fled for promotion to the next higher grade
in the corps.. f i
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AT THE WHITE HOUSE

Alaskan Affairs Discussed in Detail
by the Cabinet,

THE MILITARY FORCE 70 BE INCREASED

President McKinley Warmly in

Favor of Legislation.

OTHER TOPICS CONSIDERED

—_—— .

It has been decided by President McKin-
ley and the cabinet to increase the number
of American troops In Alaska, but in doing
thls there will be no occasion for sensa-
tional rumors that the increase is in antici-
pation of possible trouble with Canada.
The Increase will be made solely on the
ground that the population of the territory
Is daily increasing, and that the Interests
of law and order demand additional pro-
tection. The cabinet talked a long time
about this and other features relating to
Alaska.

Neceanity for Legislation.

The Presldent is growing more Interested
each day In the growing Importance of
Alaskan affalrs, and is earnestly desirous
that Congress shall do something without
delay toward glving the country laws which
will provide the fullest protection to tjge
hundreds of people and millions of money
gZoing there. The matter has bheen talked
over at several cabinet meetings, but there
was more earnesiness today in the dis-
cussion than heretofore.

The President will not send a message to
Congress on the subject of legisiation for
Alaska, but he will talk with members of
Congress and endeavor to arouse a proper
interest in that body. Reports reaching
different departments of the administra-
tion iIndicate that the rush to Alaska next
year will be sumething immenee., Trans-
portation has already been engaged to the
limit on every available vessel. Most of
this traffic will go to Cape Nome, the home
of the latest gold discoveries. This ig in
American territory, amd it is absolutely
necessary that protection be given to the
cltizens who respect laws and desire peace
and order.

Increase in the Force.

There is a garrison of United Btates
troops at St. Michael's, but it consists of
ornly one company. Detachments of this
company were sent to Cape Nome when
the rush took pace there this year, but
had rioting occurred the force would have
been unable to preserve the peace. ']‘_h-:
detalls of the proposed inerease of mili-
tary force have not been decided upon,
but it 18 thought the number of posts will
be lnecreased. One post will he established
at Cape Nome, while the one at St. Mi-
chael's will remain. It is probab e that as
many as M1 soldiers will be established In
Alaska. They will remain there even aftep
neéw laws go into effect.

More Judges.

As before stated, there is only one fudi-
cial district in A'aska. Congress will in-
crease this to two, giving two judges and
two sets of court officials, including mar-
shals and district attorneys. With this
and some legislation looking to proper mu-
nieipal government, affulrs in the territory
would move along more smoothly.

Cuoban Afiairs Improve.

Cuban affalrs came in for short discus-
sion. Secretary Root reported that Gen.
Wood had already begun to imnprove condl-
tlons in Cuban jails, and wou'd be expected
to ecarry them as far as essential to proper
prison sanitativn and laws,

Becretary Gage did not discuss financial
affaira. He did not refer to recent Intima-
tons agalnst him in New York papers, and
the matter was considered so unimportant
that none of the cabinet members referred
to it.

Use of Namens Unauthorized.

Members of the cablnet said today that
they have no knowledge of or connection
with an organization named the “National
Memorial Arch Association,” with an al-
leged headquarters here and in New York.
A circuiar recently distributed In Boston
and cities in Rhode Island sald that cab-
Inet members were ex-officlo viee presi-
dents and were much Interested in securing
subscriptions for an arch to he built in this
city. 1t was claimed that Congress would
appropriate 540,000 and that $H0,000 would
be raised by subscription. Some money
was secured In Boston and elsewhere on the
representations made,

MOUNTAIN STRONGHOLD TAKEN.

Col. Loeckett Attacks nnd Defeats Six
Hundred Filipinos.

The adjutant general received a cabhle
message from General Otis this morning
telling of the capture of o mountaln strong-
hold beyond Montalban, northeast of San
Mateo, formerly supposed to be impregna-
ble, and the capture of many prisoners and
a large quantity of arms and ammunition.
The dispatch is as follows:

“MANILA, December 29, 15049,
“Adjutant General, War Department, Wash=
Ington:

“Colonel Lockett, with regiment, two bat-
tallons 46th (Colonel Schuyler's), one 45th
(Colonel Dorst) and a company of the 27th
Infantry, two gune (Captain Van Duesen),
attacked the enemy 6 strong on the
mountain sironghold beyond Montalban,
northeast of San Mateo; a large number
were killed and wounded, twenty-four were
taken prigoners. Lockett captured one
cannon, forty rifles, 20,000 rounds of am-
munition, 500 pounds of powder, arsenal
fortifications, all the feed supplies and con-
slderable other property.

“This captured point is located on the
mountain trail and was formerly supposed
to be impregnable. Our casualties were
Lieutenant Enslow, 11th Cavalry, and five
enlisted men wounded, mostly slight; Pri-
vate Matson, 45th Infantry, druw!}%d.i‘ls =

GOVERNMENT'S INTEREST.

Statement Made at War Department
Concerning Military Road.

It is =aid at the War Department that
the federal government's interest in the
hearing of the so-called Military road case,
before Judge Love In the Alexandria county
court at Fort Myer, lies solely in the fact
that the road is the only direct route be-
tween the National cemetery at Arlington
and the national capital, and is in constant
use by those engaged in the public busi-
ness. Notwithstanding the government has
defrayed practically all the expenses of
maintenance of the road since the civil
war, It docs not claim title to it. It is,
however, interested in the success of the
cententlon of the Alexandria county au-
thorities that the road is a county road,
and, consequently, a public thoroughfare.

The United States district attorney for
the eastern district of Virginia is assisting
the attorneys of the commonwealth of Vir-
ginia in support of that proposition. It is
said at the department that an examina-
tion of the land records of Alexandria
county shows thar the road In question was
opened as a county road in . and has
been in continuous use as such ever since.
The officials of the War Department are
very much Int d in the out of the
hearing.

TWO CENTS.

DENIAL TOO

SWEEPING,

The Montgomery Did Make a Cruise to
Bierra Leone.

Probably With the Object of Securing
a Conling Station in That

Quarter,

It appears that in order to free them-
selves from the charge that a United States
warship was doing guard duty for the Brit-
ish government at Sierra Leone the naval
officlals yesterday made thelr denial a lit-
e too sweeping in the statement that the
Montgomery had not been to Bierra Leone
At any time. They established the fact
that the Montgomery is now at Buenos
Ayres, far removed from Sierra Leone, and
conscquently that she is not rendering any
service to the British authorities, which,
after all, was the point of the story. But
they did not originally admit that she had
visited Sierra Leone last fall, and even
when the fact that such a vigit had been
made was confirmed by Secretary Long
later on there was a vislble reluctance on
the part of all hands to say anything as to
the purpose of her crulse to Africa that
tended to surround it with some mystery.

To Locate a Conling Station.

Even now no specific statement can be
had on the point, but there Is very good
reason for the bellef that the voyvage was
undertaken at the instance of Admiral
Bradford, chief of the equipment bureau,
with the purpuse of locating a coaling sta-
tlon in that quarter of the globe. Cher-
shing such a design the Navy Department
would very naturally not care to have Its
maotives disclosed until it had secured its
end, either through the acquistilon of a
site or the ascertainment of the fact that
there was none to be had, Otherwise it
might be apprehended that foreign nations
might interpose to thwart the department’s
plans. How this last venture has turned
out cannot be positively ascertained, but
it Is surmised that positive results were
not obtained from the Monlgomery's criise,

Admiral Bradford has never made any
secret of his desire that the department
should secure one or more coaling stua-
tlons on the African coast, to insure the
United States naval vessels a shorter pass-
age than the Pacific route from the eastern
£tates 1o the Philippires and China, in the
event that the Suez canal should be closed
against us. The United States formerly
had no less than thres stations of the kind
off or along the west Afriean coast, numely
at St, Vineent, Capt Verde Islands, Fer-
nindo Po and 8t. Paul de Loandp. We
ocenpled these pointz when they belonged
to native tribes, and since Africa has bheen
divided up between European nations it

may bz that our title has been lost
througzh abandonment.

Admiral Bradfords Views.
Admiral Bradford has within the past
year published his views In part on this

point as follows:

“We are now apparently contemplating
swith Indifference the carving up and serv-
ing out of the great continent of Africa
to the nations of the catrh. Indeed, there
ig. not much of any value remaining.

“I= not the hard work of our navy for
many years on the Atlantic Afriean coast,
while engaged in the suppression of the
slave trade—thereby advancing civilization
—worth one small harbor for use as a
naval and mercantile base? Is our own
sable child, Liberia, to be sbandoned and
left as prey for any land-grabber that
comes along? Have Mozambigue, Zanzibar,
Madagascar and Muscat, where our Salem
merchants and shipowners led the way, no
longer any charms for us? Or is it to be
said that the Monroe doctrine prevents us
from ever going east beyond our own
shores with our warships, except in time
of peace? Would the author of that fam-
ous declaration have subseribed to such a
sentiment? Is this great country, because
of a wise polley, finally incorporated among
its unwritten laws for the purpoese of salf-
defense, to abandon all naval Influence an
the shores of Europe and Africa? If it is
to be done, it should be done with eyes wide
open, and oniy after careful and delfberate
consideration, and with a full knowledge
of what it means."

Impression in Diplomatiec Quarters.

Bo far as the Britlsh authorities are con-
cerned, they declarc that they know noth-
ing whatever of the movements of the
Montgomery, or of her presence at or near
Sierra Leone. The Impression seems to pre-
vail in diplomatic quarters that ine pres-
ence of the ship In that part of the world
i most likely to havs been the result of our
interest in Liberla, which borders on the
Sierra Leone colony.
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FOR THE LAWTON FUND,

Contributions to the War Depariment
Have Reanched 830,525.10.
Adjutant General Corbin reports today
that the contributiens to the Lawton rellef
fund to date received by him amount to
$£30.525.10, being an increase of about $4,000
glnce the last previous report. He issued
the following Itemized statement of sub-

scriptions today:

Previously acknowledged, $26,703.10; T. H.
Jolliffe, Brookline, Mass, $3; A. Midelburg,
Sewell, W. Va., §1: J. M. H.,, New York, $1;
A. F. Bchenhelberger, Boston, Mass., $2;
Jas. O. Purmlee, Warren, Pa., $1; Willlam
Thomas Logan, Philadeiphia, Pa.,, §1; cash,
Philadelphia, Pa., §$l0; Chicago subscrip-
tions, through Alex. H. Revell, $1,122; Wm.
K. Vanderbilt, $1000; John E. Parsons,
Noew York, $100: E. C. Connerse, New York,
$100; through Geo. E. Albees, New Haven,
$658: James McMillen, $100; Pinkerton's Na-
tional Detective Agency, $50: Chas. E.
Pearce, St. Louls, $0; W. L. Elking, Phil-
adelphla, Pa., $500; daughter of Mr. Ein-
stein of the New York Press, $100; citizens
of Trenton, Mo., $; Mrs. Elenor Martin,
New York, $100; Timothy O. Woodruff, New
York, $100; Martin T. McMahon, New York,
$25; Edmund Ruse, Hoboken, N. J., $10;
$25; Edmond Ruse, Hoboken, N. Y., §i0;
James E. Ross, Buffalo, N. Y., §10; Caroline
Milis, Flushing, N. Y., $56: W. C. Putnam,
Davenport, lowa, §5; R. E. Montgomery,
Fort Worth, Tex., $5; blank, Llewellyn
Park, $5; Lieut. J. N. Kilbreth, jr., 4th Ar-
tillery, $25; Geo. C Strong Post, G. A. R.,
Brooklyn, N. Y., §10; J. L. B, $1; N. With-
erill, New York, £0; J. Nelson, Washing-
ton, D. C., $. Total, $50,525.10,

Two More Training Ships.

The Secretary of the Navy has written
to the congressional naval committees, ad-
vocating legislation for the construction of
two composite vessels for use in training
landsmen for naval service.

*The only practical way of properly train-
ing landsmen and apprentices,” Secrotary
Long says, “is by putting them on board
vessels adapted for this purpose In com-
pany with regular erews, and the best kind
of vessel for this use Is one of full saliing
power and auxiliary steam power,

““The number of vessels that might be ad-
vaniageously used for training purposes is
small, and the vessels employved are old
and not lkely to be serviceable much
longer.”

Personal Mention.

Assistant Becretary Vanderlip has re-
turned to the city from & Christmas visit
tc Chicago.

Secretary Porter returned to the White
House today from a visit to his home in

Connecticut.
Gen. Michael V. Sheridan of the adjutant
general's department, wha has bee
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BAD FOR MOLINEUX

J. D. Adams Says Defendant Ad-
dressed the Poison Package.

HAD STUDIED THE HANDWRITING

Secretary of Knickerbocker Club
Gives Damaging Testimony.

MR. WEEKS’ LETTER

NEW YORK, December 29 — The pro-
ceeding= In the trial of Roland B. Molineux
for the alleged munder of Mrs. Katherine
J. Adams were resumed with John D.
Adams on the witness stand. Bartow 8
Weeks, counsel for the defendant, took up
the cross-examination, which was sus-
pended yesterday at his request,

In the room was Felix J. Gallagher. He
was under subpoena from the district at-
torney’s office, and 1 was sald that he
might be called to the wiiness stand some
time during the day. Mr. Adams was asked
if he had brought with him. as requested,
the minutes of the house committee of tha
Knickerbocker Athletic Club, of which he
I8 secrctary, He replied that he had, but
that they vore not fully completed, and
that he would ask, as he had with great
difficulty secured permission to bring them
to the couri, that the booke be placed In the
custody of the court, where they could be
acceesible to the jury. This was consented
to. Mr. Adams sald =0 far as he kuew they
were the original minutes of the commit-
tee,

Perusing the book of minutes, Mr. Weeks
called to the attention of the witness the
fact that a Mr. Race had been discharged
it a vertain meeting of the club. He asked
if Mr. Adams knew that. Mr. Osborne ob-
jected and the objection was sustained.
The attention of the witness was called to
several entries made on the minute book,
but Mr. Adams testified that he was not
present at any of the meectings of the house

committes, The witness told Mr. Weeks,
in answer to questions, that he thought
Molineux prepared the program for the

amateur cvircus in the spring of 185, He
did not know whether the program had
been edited in any way before having
been sent to the printer, but on belng
shown the program sald that some inter-
HUnear marks in the paper were in his
(Adams’) writing. Mr. ecks offersed the
paper to be marked for idemtificarion, and
Mr. Oshorne asked to be allowed Lo see
it, but Mr. Weeks refused.
Mr. Weeks Presents m Letter.

Mr. Weaks handed to Mr. Adams a letter,
asking, a= he did so, thal the wilness state
In whose handwriting #t waz. The witness
examined the letter and sald:

“It 1= in my handwriting. but this letter
has been stolen from my possession and it
pertains to fraternfty matters and has no
relevancy whatever to this case, and 1 beg
that the court exulude it (ceum Lhe case.’”

“Well,” sald Mr. Weeks, “is this gentle-
man a lawyer or a witness?"'

There was a sharp wrangle Dbetween
counsel over the admission of the letter to
be marked for {dentification, but the court
ruled that the letter be 20 marked and kept
In the custody of the court clerk.

“1 understand,” sald Mr. Weeoks, *‘that
no one will be permitted to sed the lotters*
“Certainly e answersd the recorder,

1t will b ustody of the court.”

“Mr. Wes can gee anything I've gpt on
earth,” retorted Mr. Osborne hotly.

Mr., Adams= {dentitled In torn severnl let-
ters that were then marked for dentifica-
tion, to each one of which Mr. Osborne ob-
Jected.

Mr. Weeks then showed the witness de-
fendant's exhibit 12 a newspaper olipping,
and also exhibit A, the polson package ad-
dress, of which Jdefendunt’'s exhibly 12 | &
rwspaper fac simile and asked Mr. Adams
n lie had first seen them. He replied
glore the May grand jury.”

Admitted Specimens Examined.

Several of the statée exhibits, admitted
specimens of the defendant’'s writings,
were shown to Mr. Adams, who sald he
had seen moany of them before; had placed
them in an envelospe and hed shown them

to Cornish as specimens of Mollneux's
handwriting. Hs sald he got them from
the flles of the Knlckerbocker Athletic
Club.

“Not from your own desk™

“No, sir, only cne or two of those scraps.”

Mr. Weeks asked him how long he had
studlied Molineur's writlng in conjunction
with exhibit 12 before he had shown them
to Cornish. Adams replled that us soon as
ha saw the newspaper cut the resemblance
between that and the defendant’'s writings
struck him foreibly. He later sald he saw
the newspuper reproduction of the address
before he procured any of Mollneux's writ-
ing.

At this point Juror Foster asked the wits
ness: “Are you a handwriting expern 7™

“No, &ir, I am not.”

Mr. Weeks requested Mr. Adame to look
at exhibit 12, the cut and the writings of
Molineux that had struck him as bearing
warks of resemblance, and asked him to
point out the resembling features, Mr. Os-
borne tbjected, on the ground that the wit-
ness had just sworn he was nol a hand-
writlng expert and that it had no connee-
ton with the matter now under the atten-
tion of the court. Mr. Weeks sald he asked
the question for the purpose of ascertaining
what peculiarity struck the witness at the
time.

Court Alilows a Quesiion.

“T will allow the question”™ ruled the
court.
“I found in Mr. Molineux's handwriting
the words ‘Knickerbocker Athletic Clud' in
exhibit 24 and ‘Harry Cornlsh’ in exhibit
20, the witness said. “Besides, there was
the letter ‘f" and also the general irregu-,
jarity of the defendant’s handwriting."”

“Now you have since learned,” said Mr.
Weeks, “that defendant's exhibit 12 bears
little or no resemblance to exhibit AL
“In my opinion,” answered Mr. Adams,
“jt bears & very closc resembiance.”
*“Do vou know, Mr. Adams, if your men-
tion of defendant’s exhibit 12 was the first
mention of Mr Mollneux's name in cone-
nection with this cuse?”
“1 do mot." .
“That 1s all, Mr. Adams.
Mr. Weeks then sat down, and Mr. Os-
borne at once mentioned the question put
by, Mr. Weeks as to why the witness had
taken defendant’'s exhibit 12 and the Mo-
Uneux writings to Cornish. “And | want
to know, Mr. Adams, If at that time
you bore in mind the dcath of Barmet,”
egald Mr. Osborne.
The court asked why this question was
asked, and Mr. Osborne said he considered
that he had a right to show that Mr. Ad-
ams knew of the feud that existed between
Cornish &nd Molineux. The court ruled
out the question.

Identified as Molineux's Writing.
Mr. Oshorne then showed Mr. Adams
exhibit “A,)" the polson pacRage address,
and asked If he knew the writing. Mr,
Weeks was on his feet, shouting, *““We ob-
ject, we object,” but before the court could
rule the witness answered “Yes"

*“Whose is it
“We objecl,” shouted Mr. Weeks.
» " replied the court -

‘Overruled,

“It = in the handwriting of the defend-
L

“meourtnﬂadﬂutilr. Weeks had made
the wiiness identify writings and compore
them; hence




